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Abstract

The thesis is dedicated to an in-depth study of the migration attitudes of Georgian youth and
the causes behind their mass emigration, looking beyond just its economic factors. The
relevance of the topic is driven by the complex socio-economic and political reality created in
Georgia in recent times, which directly impacts the long-term plans of the younger generation.
Georgia in recent times, which directly impacts the long-term plans of the younger generation.
The primary objective of the research is to identify the push and pull factors that drive young

people and current emigrants to leave the country or choose permanent residence abroad.

To achieve the set objectives, a qualitative research method was utilized, specifically in-depth
interviews. The data analysis revealed that the main driving factors of the migration wave are
the crisis in the local labor market (low compensation, nepotism) and the mismatch between
the quality of education and employment requirements. Furthermore, the role of social
platforms and social ties as migration bridges became apparent. Special emphasis is placed on
the latest political processes, namely the adoption of the “Russian law” and the crackdown on
protests, which generated total distrust toward state institutions among the youth. In the
concluding section of the thesis, I attempted to outline recommendations that I believe would

assist the state in managing migration flows and facilitating the re-emigration process.

Key words: youth migration, labor market, social platforms, “Russian law”, institutional distrust.
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